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To avoid a new Guantanamo, use the past to shape the future
Karen J. Greenberg & Michel Paradis (opinion contributors) - The Hill

This past month, the Biden administration took several concrete steps toward closing
the post-9/11 chapter of the War on Terror. The withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan is nearly complete. The military withdrawal from Iraq is now scheduled
for the end of the year. Lawmakers are poised to sunset the statutory authorization for
the War on Terror, the 2001 Authorization for Military Force. And last week, the first
Guantanamo prisoner in three years was released to his home country of Morocco.
Ten other detainees have been approved for release, meaning that the detention
facility that became an ominous symbol of the War on Terror may soon house only
twenty-nine aging men.
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As the Biden administration takes steps to end the War on Terror, policymakers need
to reflect on how we might have done things differently. It is time for hindsight.

And central to any discussion of lessons learned for future conflicts is how to avoid
another Guantanamo Bay. Guantanamo has been a disaster by every measure.

Learning five lessons can prevent it from happening again.
We should define our enemy clearly. The 2001 AUMF, under which the prisoners at
Guantanamo are detained, did not name the enemy in what became the War on
Terror. This enabled men, who were arrested in all corners of the globe, to be held
for years and then decades without trial based upon tenuous alleged connections to al
Qaeda, the Taliban, or the war in Afghanistan.

In future conflicts, we need to know who we have captured and why. Lawmakers need
to provide clarity about who we are fighting.

We should know the conditions for ending the war. The 2001 AUMF did not lay out
the terms or conditions or circumstances that would define an end to hostilities, or the
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end of captivity for prisoners. Their continued detention has always been predicated
upon the international law rule that detention is permitted to prevent combatants from
rejoining the fight. But not knowing when or how the fight can end, this has created a
system of indefinite detention, a forever war with forever detention without charge or
trial. This is anathema to the American rule of law. In future conflicts, we must have a
way of knowing when the fighting has stopped.

We should use international law. In January 2002, the Bush administration opened
the detention facility in Guantanamo because, as one administration official
described it, it would be the "legal equivalent of outer-space." This was part of a
larger repudiation of international law as "quaint," the refusal to treat those whom
we captured as prisoners of war under the Geneva Convention and the embrace of
torture.

In World War II and subsequent wars, the United States adhered to international law
because lawlessness leads to quagmires like Guantanamo. In future conflicts, we
should trust international law because it is designed to give law-abiding countries the
upper hand.

We should place trust in our civilian courts. In the climate of fear following Sept. 11,
2001, we created a system of military commissions outside of the civilian courts,
where terrorism had been successfully prosecuted for decades. Abandoning our
criminal justice system in favor of the Guantanamo military commissions has been a
complete failure. In fifteen years, the U.S. government has not been able to try the
perpetrators of 9/11 who were first charged in the military commissions in 2007.

The military is not well-equipped to prosecute complex international terrorism cases.
By contrast, the federal court system has resolved hundreds of terrorism cases. In the
future, we should trust the civilian courts to do what we have equipped them to do so
well. We should never, ever use torture. After 9/11, torture - outlawed under
international, domestic and military law - was used against alleged terrorists at CIA
"black sites." The torture yielded no actionable intelligence.

The military commissions have been dysfunctional in large part because
evidence tainted by torture has hindered these trials from the start. Torture has
delayed and therefore denied justice for the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks for a
generation. It has made it harder to maintain security cooperation with our allies.
And it has multiplied our enemies.

Avoiding another Guantanamo is important. Imagine if the United States had
detained captives in the war on terror in a just and humane way. Imagine if we had
trusted the rule of law, and drawn our strength from it to make a more peaceful world.
Imagine if we had retained, even strengthened fairness and justice worldwide. We
would have refused to accept bin Laden and al Qaeda's terms of warfare: lawlessness,
cruelty and injustice.

All wars should be avoided. But if history is any guide, the United States will find
itself in future wars. When that happens, we should insist on clear terms defining the
enemy and the battlefield, adherence to law, trust in our courts, and a refusal to
torture. We should never again let the uncertainty of the moment blind us to the far
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graver challenge of protecting the values we have striven to more perfectly realize for
two-and-a-half centuries.

*** Karen J. Greenberg is the director of the Center on National Security at
Fordham Law and the author of "Subtle Tools: The Dismantling of American
Democracy from the War on Terror to Donald Trump" (August 2021). Follow on
Twitter: @KarenGreenberg3

*** Michel Paradis is a human rights lawyer, who has represented Guantanamo
detainees for the Department of Defense, a lecturer at Columbia Law School, and
most recently the author of "Last Mission to Tokyo: The Doolittle Raiders and their
Final Fight for Justice" (2020). Follow on Twitter: @MdParadis

Migrant children at military bases: What is Biden doing?
Nolan Rappaport (opinion contributor) - The Hill

President Joe Biden has been housing unaccompanied alien children from the
Southern border at temporary facilities at military bases, and reports from child
advocates and people who've worked at the facilities are harrowing.
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Why are we housing migrant children at military bases, and why are we apparently
treating them so poorly?

What does it portend for treatment of migrant children under the Biden
administration?

Background
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A surge in the appearance of unaccompanied alien children at the southern border
has overwhelmed Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and HHS's Office of Refugee
Resettlement (ORR), making it very difficult to provide proper care for the children.

The number of unaccompanied alien children apprehended at the border nearly
doubled from 4,852 in December 2020 (the last full month of the Trump
administration) to 9,266 in February 2021 (the first full month in the Biden
administration). It rose again to 18,723 in March, was 16,908 in April, 13,892 in May,
and 15,018 in June.

Two statutes and a legal settlement agreement require CBP to transfer
unaccompanied alien children to ORR within 72 hours of their apprehension. This
does not apply to children from contiguous countries. ORR is responsible for the
children's care until they can be placed with sponsors, usually family members, who
will maintain custody over them while they wait for an immigration hearing.

ORR has licensed detention centers for unaccompanied alien children with a total of
more than 13,500 beds, but the adjusted space requirements during the COVID-19
pandemic limited the number of children it can place at its licensed detention
facilities.

And the demand for bed space has gone up. As of July 15, there were approximately
14,920 unaccompanied alien children in ORR custody. At the end of May, the
system-wide average length of time these children were spending in ORR's shelters
was 35 days.

Consequently, ORR had to set up emergency housing facilities. This has
included military bases in Texas - Joint Base San Antonio in Lackland and Fort
Bliss in El Paso.

Previous presidents also have had to resort to using military bases for detaining
unaccompanied alien children; in fact, the Obama/Biden administration did it.
According to the Congressional Research Service, nearly 16,000 unaccompanied
alien children were housed at military bases between 2012 and 2017,
because existing shelters were overwhelmed by the number of children being
apprehended at the border.

This time, however, Biden is the one who is responsible for ensuring that the children
will receive proper care, and he doesn't seem to be able to meet that responsibility.

Biden's use of military bases
Biden set up a tent city at Fort Bliss in March. It has held as many as 4,500 boys and
girls ages 13 to 17 in large tents, but it only had 790 children in July, all boys. It
is capable of holding up to 10,000 children, which makes it the largest detention
facility the U.S. government has ever set up for housing migrant children.

Unlike regular ORR detention facilities, Fort Bliss and the other emergency centers
do not have to have state licenses to certify that they can care for children.
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Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-Texas), child advocates, and contract
workers have claimed that the Fort Bliss facility is poorly managed and that children
in it are suffering.

They say children wait for weeks without speaking to a caseworker who could connect
them with a sponsor; that COVID-19, other infectious diseases, and lice are rampant;
and that some contract caregivers lack adequate training to work with young
children.

The level of stress among the children has been so high that the government has had
to monitor them for incidents of self-harm, panic attacks, and escape attempts.
Pencils, pens, scissors, nail clippers, and regular toothbrushes have been kept out of
the tents to prevent the children from using them to hurt themselves.

In a letter dated July 15, 2021, Earthjustice, the Hispanic Federation, Alianza
Nacional de Campesinas, Green Latinos, and the Labor Council for Latin American
Advancement call for the immediate closure of the Fort Bliss detention center. Among
other things, they claim that Fort Bliss is unsafe because the Army has failed to take
the necessary steps to ensure that it will be free of toxic waste hazards. At least 80
contaminated sites have been identified at Fort Bliss.

What's more, two contractors who worked at Fort Bliss from May 12, 2021, to June 2,
2021, filed a whistleblower complaint in July. They say that the tents are massive;
each one has between 1,000 and 1,500 beds.

Moreover, they are dirty and often smell like a locker room, and the presence of
numerous portable toilets produces a sewage odor.

Although many children are housed in these tents for as long as two months, it
appears - according to the whistleblowers' complaint - that their bedding is never
washed. The children apparently also do not have enough clean underwear and socks,
which makes them reluctant to exercise or to bathe because they lack clean clothes to
change into afterwards.

Biden also set up a much smaller detention facility in a vacant dormitory at Joint
Base San Antonio - Lackland, Texas. It had a capacity of only 372 beds for boys aged
13 to 17. Approximately 100 boys were put there on April, 17, 2021. It was closed on
June 30.

The way migrant children have been treated at Fort Bliss makes me wonder how they
are being treated at the rest of the detention facilities, especially the emergency
centers that do not have to have state licenses.

But I am more worried about what happens to them when they leave the ORR
detention facilities to stay with sponsors. How can Biden ensure that the sponsors will
treat them properly when he can't ensure proper treatment while they are still in
government custody?

*** Nolan Rappaport was detailed to the House Judiciary Committee as an executive
branch immigration law expert for three years. He subsequently served as an
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immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security and
Claims for four years. Prior to working on the Judiciary Committee, he wrote
decisions for the Board of Immigration Appeals for 20 years. Follow his
blog at https://nolanrappaport.blogspot.com.

A day on the border: Border Patrol agents in Texas detain thousands of migrants
each day as illegal crossings hit record highs
Rick Jervis - USA TODAY

MCALLEN, Texas – In the pre-dawn darkness, Border Patrol Agent Jesse Moreno
slowed his SUV and raked the beam of his flashlight across a stretch of flooded scrub,
searching for any signs of life: flattened grass, a slight rustle, a sneaker.

Voices crackled in hushed whispers over his radio, as more agents searched from the
other side of the brush. Signaled by another agent over the radio, Moreno jumped
from his white-and-green Border Patrol SUV and into the swampy marsh. He
arrived just in time to see the agent cuffing a migrant. Two more crouched nearby in
the murky, knee-high water, wet, filthy and swarmed by clouds of mosquitos.

Jack Gruber Jul 13, 2021; McAllen, Texas, USA; Catholic Charities of the Rio
Grande Valley helps migrants with travel and other needs after crossing over into the
U.S. The Respite Center in McAllen, Texas, is seeing about 800 migrants a day.

Mandatory Credit: Jack Gruber-USA TODAY [Via MerlinFTP Drop]

One sprinted away but was quickly tackled and handcuffed by an agent. The other
lay prone in the muck. "íNo te muevas!" Moreno ordered. Don’t move. The
migrant froze.
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Jack Gruber-USA TODAY Border Patrol Agent Jesse Moreno, right, helps fellow
agents detain three men suspected of illegally crossing into the United States in the
wetlands along the U.S.-Mexico border near Granjeno, Texas, July 13, 2021. The

agents detained two men from Mexico and one from Honduras.

The men – two from Mexico, one from Honduras – were just three of the more than
2,100 migrants that agents with the Border Patrol's Rio Grande Valley Sector are
encountering on average each day.

Across the southwest border, agents have encountered more than 1.2 million migrants
this year and are on pace to surpass totals reached in 2000, when agents
apprehended 1.7 million migrants, according to statistics released last week by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, the agency that oversees Border Patrol. In the Rio
Grande Valley Sector alone, agents have encountered more than 359,000 migrants --
far more than any other sector along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Add to those numbers the ongoing threat of the coronavirus and new policies ordered
by the administration of President Joe Biden and Border Patrol officials said they're
struggling to stem the flow.

Latin American economies gutted by COVID-19 and the hope that Biden will treat
migrants more favorably than his predecessor are spurring the ever-increasing
numbers of migrants at the border. In the Rio Grande Valley, that's leading to more
smuggling attempts, foot-crossings, stash houses and increases in nearly every
category tracked by Border Patrol, Moreno said.

During a time of year – the sweltering South Texas summer months – when migration
typically dips, the numbers have only steadily climbed. USA TODAY was
granted access this month to follow along with Border Patrol agents as they patrolled
the border near McAllen.
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“Every day is a challenge for all of our agents across the board, just because of the
volume of migration in the Rio Grande Valley,” Moreno said.

The border's high numbers may be artificially inflated because agents are counting
repeat-crosser who are expelled under Title 42, a Trump-era policy that allows
agents to quickly deport migrants to Mexico to prevent the spread of the coronavirus,
said Vicki Gaubeca, director of the Southern Border Communities Coalition, an
advocacy group.

In the Rio Grande Valley, most single adult migrants are expelled under Title 42,
while families with small children and unaccompanied minors are allowed into the
United States to await their immigration hearing. The Biden administration is
considering rescinding the policy, which has expelled more than 950,000 migrants
since enacted in March 2020, according to agency statistics. About one-third of
migrants arriving at the border are repeat crosser.

Policies such as Title 42 impede migrants' rights to seek asylum in the United States
and place them in dangerous Mexican border towns, Gaubeca said.

"We know the U.S. has the resources and capability to create a welcoming, efficient,
humanitarian process for people seeking safety here," she said. "These are people
looking for safety and to provide for their families."

The three men collared by Moreno and his fellow agents were walked through the
sloshy brush to a road next to the border wall. They were handed paper masks and
made to empty their pockets and remove the shoelaces from their shoes. A white van
then shuttled them to a Border Patrol station for processing. The men were likely
later expelled under Title 42.

As the number of migrants at the border continues to swell, where to temporarily
house them in the Rio Grande Valley is a growing concern. As of last week, agents
had more than 3,000 migrants in their custody but the capacity to hold only about
1,200 migrants in their nine stations and a temporary facility in nearby Donna, Texas,
Border Patrol Rio Grande Valley Sector Chief Brian Hastings said.

Also troubling are the number of large groups made up of mostly families with
children that cross over and turn themselves in, tying up transports and resources as
smugglers try to sneak past other parts of the border, Hastings said. This year, the
sector has seen 69 groups of 100 migrants or more, up from 63 for the entire fiscal
year in 2019, the last year they saw large numbers arriving at the border, he said.
“Almost everything we track is up significantly,” Hastings said.

Stash houses create risky situation for migrants, agents

Just as dawn inked into the morning sky, Moreno rumbled his SUV down a road
along the border wall. A call came over the radio: A group of migrants detected in a
home under construction in the tony subdivision of Tanglewood, a cluster of one- and
two-story elegant homes with manicured lawns in nearby Mission, Texas.
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Cameras on towers triggered by sensors along the border detected the group as they
crossed into the United States under the cover of night, Moreno said. Border agents
then followed their trail to the Tanglewood subdivision and discovered them huddled
inside the unfinished living room of a home under construction, left behind by
smugglers who had promised to take them further north.

As Moreno arrived at the scene, 14 men and one woman squatted on the curb outside
the home wearing paper masks and flanked by Border Patrol agents, who jotted down
their names and slid their belongings into large Ziploc bags. Some were handcuffed
to one another.

Juan Luis Isiordia-Serafin, 30, said he had paid a smuggler $13,000 to bring him and
his partner, Vanessa Granados-Hereso, 33, from his hometown of Guadalajara,
Mexico, to Houston, where they hoped to find jobs. Granados-Hereso said Mexico’s
economy had been decimated by the coronavirus. The pair left behind two children,
ages 11 and 13.

Granados-Hereso said jobs in Mexico were nearly non-existent and as their income
dwindled, the pair made the difficult decision to pay a smuggler to get them into the
United States. It was their third attempt to cross the border.
“If this wasn’t necessary, believe me, I’d be with my children,” Granados-Hereso
said through sobs. “All this time I’ve missed them like you can’t imagine.”

Migrants abandoned by smugglers in stash houses such as at the unbuilt home in
Tanglewood have become a nearly daily occurrence, Moreno said. Criminal groups
hide groups of migrants in hotels, motels, trailers, warehouses and, at times,
overgrown brush, he said. Sometimes, they hire locals to bring them out in small
groups and try to circumvent the Border Patrol checkpoints further north. Often, they
just leave them, he said.

Recently, agents discovered a group of 80 migrants left behind by smugglers in an
undeveloped swath of brush near the border. They had been sleeping on cardboard
boxes and taking turns in a small trailer to escape the blistering sun, he said.
Smugglers often confiscate migrants’ cellphones, so they don’t alert authorities.
Agents have apprehended 6,700 migrants from 375 stash houses since January – up
500% from the previous year, Moreno said.

“A lot of times they’re held there against their will,” Moreno said. “They want to
leave but without them having their phones or knowing where they’re going, it makes
it nearly impossible.”

The rise in migrants stranded by smugglers has also led to sharp increases in the
number of search-and-rescue missions Border Patrol agents have been called on.
Agents have performed 789 rescues and have also counted around 60 migrant deaths
in the sector this year, Hastings said. In 2019, sector agents performed 794 rescues
for the whole year and counted 69 migrant deaths.

The Missing Migrant Program, started in the Rio Grande Valley four years ago, is
designed to prevent migrants from getting lost by using informational campaigns and
placing safety placards and rescue beacons throughout the region, especially in



stretches of wilderness where migrants are commonly lost, said Brandon Copp, a
Border Patrol supervisory agent who oversees the program.

The placards instruct lost migrants to dial 911 and display a unique code that, if
relayed to a 911 operator, acts as coordinates that help locate the migrant. The safety
beacons look like miniature cell towers and have a button that, when pressed, signal
exact GPS coordinates to an operations center, allowing operators there to dispatch
agents to the migrants' position. More than 1,400 safety placards and 18 beacons
have been deployed around the Rio Grande Valley, with another 30 beacons on
the way this year, Copp said.

The program also helps identify migrants who have died, helping to bring closure to
families, he said. Fingerprints from remains are entered in a Border Patrol database
that holds records of around 200 million migrants around the world, Copp said. The
sector has been able to identify around 92% of the bodies it’s found.

"We’ve had a significant increase in our migrant crossings, which have increased our
rescue efforts and, sadly, our migrant deaths, as well,” Copp said. “The positive side
to that is: Our rescue efforts are working. We’re getting better and smarter at what
we’re doing.”

'There's going to be a point we won't be able to handle it'

Families with young children who make it across have the best shot of all: Border
Patrol agents in the Rio Grande Valley routinely allow them to enter the United
States to await their immigration hearings.

After processing them, agents bus them to the Catholic Charities
Humanitarian Respite Center in downtown McAllen, where they stay temporarily
until they can be reunited with family members in the United States.
Before entering the center, they’re screened for COVID-19. Those who test positive
are taken to area hotels for quarantining and further tests. Those who test negative
are allowed to enter the cavernous corner building across from the McAllen bus
station.
On a recent afternoon, toddlers inside the center staggered around and squealed with
delight. Moms balanced diaper bags and plastic envelopes holding immigration
documents and plane tickets. Hundreds of migrants sat on folding picnic chairs and
watched the animated film “The Croods” from a flat-screen TV perched on a wall. A
woman’s voice in Spanish came over the loudspeaker and alerted families whose turn
it was to contact relatives in the United States.

The sprawling facility, a former nightclub, accommodates up to 1,200 people, said
Sister Norma Pimentel, who oversees the center. Lately, they’ve been accepting
around 800 migrants a day, she said.

Border Patrol officials have warned her that if Title 42 is rescinded, she can expect to
see an additional 200 to 300 migrants a day. Across the river in Reynosa, Mexico,
around 2,000 migrants are sleeping in tents in the city’s main plaza and surrounding
shelters, waiting to enter the United States, Pimentel said. Those numbers – and
Mexico’s rising COVID-19 rate – raises concerns, she said.

https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/HumanitarianRespiteCenter.shtml
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/HumanitarianRespiteCenter.shtml


“There’s going to be a point we won’t be to handle it if it continues like this,”
Pimentel said.

'Trying to swim upriver'
Moreno, 40, pointed his SUV down a gravel road near the Anzalduas International
Bridge, craning his neck out the window to look at the damp ground below.
Moreno grew up not far from this stretch of wilderness, in Alamo, Texas, seven miles
west of McAllen. He learned Spanish in junior high from Latino friends.
His father was a postal worker and he saw how the steady federal paycheck kept food
on the table and helped get himself and two siblings through college.
Moreno said he naturally gravitated toward being a Border Patrol agent, a job where
he uses his Spanish daily and that keeps him outdoors and helping people.

Migrant advocates have complained for years that Border Patrol agents have abused
asylum-seekers, both in the field and in detention facilities, and the abuses have been
the subject of multiple lawsuits by groups such as the American Civil Liberties
Union.

Moreno said he's heard the allegations and disagrees with the characterization of
Border Patrol agents as abusive toward migrants. At least, he said, it's not something
he's seen on his watch.

"Most of our agents are family members – fathers, sons, brothers, sisters – and we’re
humane," he said. "We’re all humans."

Moreno stepped on the brakes of his SUV and jumped out, noticing something in the
grassy shoulder. Tufts of grass were pushed down. He followed the small trail deeper
into the surrounding brush. Within 20 feet, hidden in overgrown thorn trees and
sawgrass, he came across a makeshift wooden ladder – used by migrants and
smugglers to cross streams and scale the nearby border wall. He radioed it in then
stomped on the ladder’s rungs, snapping them off, one by one.

“The numbers will continue to go up: It’s like you’re trying to swim upriver,” Moreno
said.

“But we’re protecting our community and accomplishing our mission by deterring
and apprehending illegal migrants. That’s what we’re going to continue to do.”

Afghanistan: Civilian casualties hit record high amid US withdrawal, UN says
Jeevan Ravindran - CNN

Civilian casualties in Afghanistan reached record levels in the first half of 2021, the
United Nations warned Monday, noting that deaths and injuries spiked markedly from
May when the United States and its allies began withdrawing troops from the country.

https://cnn.com/2021/07/25/politics/us-supports-afghanistan-fighting-taliban/index.html


Javed Tanveer/AFP/Getty Images Afghan security personnel stand guard along a
road during an ongoing fight between Afghan forces and Taliban fighters in

Kandahar on July 9.

Some 5,183 casualties were recorded in the first six months of the year -- a 47%
increase from 2020 -- the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
found in a report.

The number of deaths and injuries recorded during May and June alone was 2,392,
almost as high as the total for the preceding four months, when 2,791 casualties were
recorded.

UNAMA said 2021 would be the deadliest year for Afghan civilians since its records
began unless urgent action was taken to tackle violence in the country.

The report added that it was "sickening" that almost half of all casualties had been
women and children, who have been killed and injured in record numbers this year.
Some 32% of casualties were children, while 14% were women -- with a combined
total of 687 dead and 1,722 injured.

The UNAMA report noted that for the first time, no casualties were attributed to
international military action but rather that fighting had "taken on a distinctly Afghan
fighting Afghan character."

"I implore the Taliban and Afghan leaders to take heed of the conflict's grim and
chilling trajectory and its devastating impact on civilians," Deborah Lyons, the UN
Secretary-General's Special Representative for Afghanistan, said in a press release.
She added that "unprecedented numbers of Afghan civilians will perish and be
maimed this year if the increasing violence is not stemmed."

A spokesman for the Afghan Security and Defense Forces rejected the report's
findings regarding civilians casualties in a press conference on Monday, according to
state owned TV channel RTA. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid also rejected
the UNAMA report in a statement on Monday.

https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/16/politics/us-intel-kabul-taliban/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/16/politics/us-intel-kabul-taliban/index.html


The US military withdrawal began at the end of April, with President Joe Biden
saying it was "time to end the forever war."

Violence has surged across the country in recent months after the Taliban launched a
sweeping assault just days after US forces began pulling out after nearly 20 years in
Afghanistan.

According to the Long War Journal, which tracks territorial control in Afghanistan,
by mid-July the Taliban had more than tripled the number of districts it controls
(from 73 to 221) since mid-April.

The US has responded by ramping up American airstrikes in support of Afghan forces
in recent days, and a top US general said that would continue.

The US military carried out two strikes against Taliban targets on Thursday in
support of Afghan forces in Kandahar province, multiple IS defense officials said.
Three of the last four strikes by the US targeted captured equipment, one defense
official said, including equipment transferred to Afghan forces that the Taliban then
captured as it advanced throughout the country.

"The United States has increased air strikes in the support of Afghan forces over the
last several days, and we are prepared to continue this heightened level of support in
the coming weeks if the Taliban continue their attacks," Gen. Kenneth McKenzie,
head of US Central Command, told reporters in Kabul on Sunday.

No amnesty for British soldiers in Northern Ireland
Dan Hannan - Examiner

When is it right to draw a line under the past? That is the question that the British
government is mulling as it proposes an amnesty for crimes committed in Northern
Ireland during the 30 years of ambuscades, shootings, and bomb attacks known, with
terse understatement, as "The Troubles."

https://cnn.com/2021/04/14/politics/joe-biden-afghanistan-announcement/index.html
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/07/nearly-half-of-afghanistans-provincial-capitals-under-threat-from-taliban.php


Getty Images The 1920 Government of Ireland Act, as well as creating separate
northern and southern chambers, established numerous all-Ireland bodies through

which the two were eventually supposed to come together.

What began as a protest by the Catholic minority against rigged electoral boundaries
and one-sided policing erupted into violence in 1969. British troops were sent to
Northern Ireland to restore order and were initially welcomed by Catholics as a relief
from the Protestant-dominated local security forces. But the soldiers soon became
targets for IRA terrorists, beginning a cycle of killings.

Over the next three decades, dreadful atrocities were committed. The Irish
Republican Army did not shoot only at soldiers or off-duty policemen. It planted
bombs in public places. It kidnapped and murdered many Catholics, including a
young mother who had cradled the head of a dying British serviceman. It imposed a
reign of terror on the housing estates it controlled.

Republican para-militarism summoned into existence an answering loyalist
para-militarism. Protestant terrorist cells, supposedly defending their communities,
began to attack IRA leaders and sympathizers. They, too, quickly fell to picking softer
targets, murdering Catholic civilians on sectarian grounds.

Most of the murderers have already received an effective amnesty. Under the terms of
the 1998 peace deal, republican and loyalist criminals were released from prison, and
special arrangements were put in place for those still on the run.

The chief effect of a statute of limitation would therefore be to indemnify the one
group that has not benefited from an earlier amnesty — namely the British Armed
Forces.

Naturally, there are many in Britain who support the proposal for precisely that
reason. The soldiers, they argue, were there to uphold the law. Their self-restraint,
relative to the two sets of paramilitaries, can be inferred from the numbers.



Of the 3,500 victims, some 60% were killed by republican terrorists, 30% by loyalist
terrorists, and 10% by state security forces. Precisely because the security forces
were acting within the law, and subject to rules designed to minimize casualties, they
suffered many more fatalities than they inflicted. The army killed 247 but lost 709; the
police killed 50 but lost 303.

Why, many ask, should young men doing their duty be harassed by the criminal
justice system decades after the event, when unapologetic terrorists were set free?
Why should the British state abet its enemies and persecute its servants?

I understand that objection. I understand, too, the argument that there comes a time
when everyone has to let go. Some countries tackled past conflicts in a burst of
spontaneous and semi-legal revenge — notably those that turned on World War II
collaborators following liberation. Others simply agreed not to talk about the past.

When Francisco Franco died in 1975, leftist and rightist politicians hammered out a
“Pacto del Olvido,” an agreement to forget. Most famously, South Africa established
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which allowed those who had done wrong
during the apartheid years to indemnify themselves by coming clean.

I appreciate that many people in Northern Ireland want to move on. Their province is
now peaceful and prosperous, a growing financial services center. Why stir up old
ghosts?

The answer, surely, is that an amnesty for the armed forces will put them on the same
plane as the terrorist murderers. It will reduce the conflict to a kind of giant tribal
war. It will retrospectively undermine the basis on which the troops were there,
namely as representatives of the legitimate government, sent to uphold the law, and
subject to its strictures.

Inevitably, during three decades of deployment, some individual soldiers acted badly.
The most notorious case was Bloody Sunday, when 14 civilian protesters were shot
dead by members of the Parachute Regiment. After an initial whitewash, the British
government ordered a new investigation, which concluded that some of the soldiers
had knowingly shot unarmed men, prompting an apology and opening the door to
prosecutions.

To argue that those soldiers should be let off because terrorists were is to draw a
moral equivalence between them. That is, paradoxically, precisely what the IRA did
throughout the conflict, claiming that it should be treated as an army rather than a
criminal gang and demanding prisoner of war status for its jailed bombers.

But there is no such equivalence. Soldiers operate according to rules. When those
rules are broken, there are consequences. It is that principle that distinguishes a
law-based state from a criminal insurgency. Lose it, and we lose the very thing the
soldiers were meant to be defending.



China Issues List of 'Wrongdoings' to U.S., Demand Behaviors Must Stop
Jenni Fink - Newsweek

In a tough meeting between Beijing and American officials, China gave the United
States a list of "wrongdoings" that had to end for their relationship to move forward
on a stable path.

Philip Fong/AFP/Getty Images China issued a list of "wrongdoings" that must be
righted to the United States during a tense meeting between Beijing and American
officials. The Commissioner of the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of China in the HKSAR Xie Feng gives a speech in a press conference
in Hong Kong on February 7, 2020.

Months after a tense meeting in Alaska, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng and
Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman met outside of Beijing on Monday in an
effort to improve ties. The two sides remain far apart on many issues and China told
the U.S. the future must involve removing visa restrictions for Chinese Communist
Party members and their families, as well as the registering of Chinese media as
foreign agents or foreign missions.

Also on the list of "wrongdoings," was the suppression of Chinese companies,
"harassing" of Chinese students overseas and attacks on the Confucius Institute.
Beijing also wants America to not extradite Meng Wanzhou, a Chinese business
executive who served as Huawei's chief financial officer. Newsweek reached out to
the Biden administration for comment but did not receive a response in time for
publication.

Meng was detained and arrested at a Canadian airport in 2018 on a U.S. extradition
request alleging fraud and conspiracy to commit fraud. The Department of
Justice accused Meng of conducting "millions of dollars" in transactions that violated
sanctions the U.S. had against Iran.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/huawei
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/department-justice
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/department-justice


"For years, Chinese firms have broken our export laws and undermined sanctions,
often using U.S. financial systems to facilitate their illegal activities," former
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross said in a statement. "This will end."

Wanzhou has been held in Canada since her arrest as she awaits extradition trial
proceedings. It's expected to wrap up in August, at which point, a judge will decide if
Meng should be extradited to the U.S. for trial. If extradited, tried and convicted in
the U.S., she faces years in prison.

Relations between the United States and China have been deteriorating and Beijing
sees much of America's behavior as an intrusion on its sovereignty and an effort to
suppress China's growth. Although Monday's talks weren't as contentious as the
previous meeting, Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng made it clear that China is not
pleased with America's approach to foreign policy, calling it a "misguided mindset"
and "dangerous."

Xie also criticized Americans for portraying China as an "imagined enemy" and
blamed the U.S. for the "stalemate" in relations.

Officials for the Biden administration described the meeting as professional and
honest, albeit a "tough conversation" at times. Sherman illustrated to Xie that
although America will continue to strengthen its "competitive hand" it does not see a
conflict with China.

"The Chinese people look at things with eyes wide open," Xie said, according to the
Foreign Ministry.

"They see the competitive, collaborative and adversarial rhetoric as a thinly veiled
attempt to contain and suppress China."

Rhetoric between China and the U.S. has grown increasingly hostile, raising concerns
about the potential for a verbal conflict to turn into an armed one. Seen as one of
America's biggest threats, the Biden administration is keeping a close eye on China's
moves towards Hong Kong and Taiwan, two areas that China sees as an integral part
of its territory but the world expects to continue to operate with autonomy.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian called America's interference with Hong
Kong, Taiwan and in the South China Sea one of Beijing's "red lines" and warned
America was "playing with fire."

Japan signals an opening for US in countering China
Seth Cropsey (opinion contributor) - Examiner

Diplomatic communication is complex. It entails signaling between multiple entities,
each of which has its own internal political language and structure. Offhand
comments can be mistaken for government policy.



April Glaspie, former Ambassador to Iraq, may have unintentionally invited Saddam's
aggression in 1990. Dean Acheson, then Secretary of State, indicated that the U.S.
would not defend South Korea, possibly prompting the North's invasion.

Of course, some signals are received with the utmost clarity: John F.
Kennedy's virtual endorsement of the Berlin Wall at the Vienna Summit, and his
weakness over the Cuba question, virtually blessed Khrushchev's arms transfers to
Cuba.

Getty Images Japan signals an opening for US in countering China

However, it is possible to trace the clear delivery and receipt of a diplomatic
exchange that indicates a regional political shift. Xi Jinping's July 1 speech, and
Japanese Deputy Prime Minister Taro Aso's clear statement of Japan's support for
Taiwan on July 5, is an example of such dialogue.

It presents the U.S. with a clear opportunity - particularly given other allied actions
in the Indo-Pacific - to solidify American and NATO links with Taiwan.

Xi's 1 July speech, commemorating the Chinese Communist Party's centenary, was
remarkably forthright. In broad terms, Xi issued three clear policy statements.

First, to foreign opponents: The CCP would use force to achieve its objectives.
Second, to domestic dissenters, particularly those within the party: CCP would not
tolerate policy disagreement, instead treating it as an existential threat.
And finally, to the Chinese people: Prepare for the demands of the moment, as
sacrifice will be necessary. Taiwanese independence, Xi indicated, would trigger a
conflict.

But China's objectives go far beyond Taiwan, and rather towards Xi's dream of
"national rejuvenation," a concept never explicitly defined in his speech, but one that
clearly indicates a world in which Chinese preferences dominate political structures.

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1992-11-22-vw-1944-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1992-11-22-vw-1944-story.html
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/korean-conflict
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/korean-conflict
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/thinking-global/berlin-1961-kennedy-writes-the-script-east-germany-builds-the-wall/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Full-text-of-Xi-Jinping-s-speech-on-the-CCP-s-100th-anniversary
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/12/taro-aso-taiwan-japan-china-policy/
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In short, Xi plans to direct the CCP and Chinese nation in a struggle for global
dominance, one that will entail almost certainly a conflict over Taiwan, and most
likely an Indo-Pacific military confrontation with the U.S. and its allies.

Japan's response to China's statements may mark the most decisive shift in Japanese
foreign policy since the World War. Taro Aso, Japan's Deputy Prime Minister,
delivered a speech at a Liberal Democratic Party fundraiser in which he stated in no
uncertain terms that Japan would defend Taiwan - indeed, that an attack on Taiwan
would be a "survival-threatening situation" for Japan.

This description is critical in Japan's political environment because the Japanese
constitution prohibits the country from waging war, a measure designed to prevent
the militarism that had supercharged Imperial Japanese aggression from reasserting
itself in post-1945 politics.

But the Japan Self-Defense Force, naturally, is permitted to use force to defend
Japanese survival.

Japan has deployed military forces in support of U.S. operations in the past, most
notably during the 1980s, when Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force ships assumed
anti-submarine duties in the southern approaches to the Japanese home islands.

Nevertheless, publicly signaling a commitment to Taiwan's defense may indicate that
Japan now leans toward acting more resolutely than in the past.
Japan is a member of the burgeoning "Quad" - the
Indian-American-Japanese-Australian diplomatic group that may serve as
groundwork for a four-power anti-Chinese military coalition.

The Quad's members have engaged in joint military exercises, with Australia and
Japan both participating in the American-Indian MALABAR naval drills. And
naturally, as U.S. treaty allies, Australia and Japan hold their own military exercises
with the United States.

Increased Quad cooperation - even absent a formal alliance structure - would benefit
regional stability. Any political and military coordination between the Quad's powers
raises the stakes for China by improving democratic states' ability to deter or defeat a
PLA offensive. However, the Taiwan question remains unanswered - and it is the
single most important issue in today's Indo-Pacific.

Taiwan is the CCP's primary target. Toppling the island-republic and absorbing it
into the mainland would nullify Beijing's self-perceived greatest ideological
competitor and allow the PLA to spill out from the First Island Chain into the
Philippine Sea, pressuring Japan and the Philippines from far more effective
directions.

The CCP's must ask itself: Can the PLA win a cross-strait conflict rapidly enough to
pressure Japan and the Philippines before the U.S. intervenes? If not, can the PLA
Navy, backed by ground-based naval aviation and anti-ship missiles, win a fleet
action against an American or allied fleet in the Philippine Sea?



China may not lose a long war, but an extended conflict must worry the CCP. The
confrontation's economic damage would spark internal unrest, forcing it to divide
security resources between Taiwan and the mainland, while an extended war raises
the prospect of additional intervention and escalation.

Defending Taiwan is a difficult proposition. The PLA is at its strongest within the
First Island Chain, particularly around Taiwan, given Beijing's concentration of
naval, air, and missile forces. To defend the island, the U.S. and its allies would have
to operate squarely within China's missile range, jeopardizing the high-value capital
assets upon which American combat power depends.

However, Japan and the U.S. both field significant submarine fleets - Japan's small
but quiet battery-powered boats are an effective counterpart to America's larger
nuclear-powered attack submarines. Submarines are immune to the missiles upon
which the PLA would rely to gain sea and air control over Taiwan.

If supported by a sufficient fast-boat mining effort, and a robust enough network of
mobile ground-launched anti-ship and anti-air missiles, a Japanese-American
submarine surge could defeat a PLA invasion of Taiwan, or at minimum prevent
the fait accompli for which China hopes.

Given this strategic reality, and Japan's shifting political stance, the U.S. should
consider coordinating between Japan and Taiwan, staging military exercises either
between its two Asian partners, or alongside the U.S. Moreover, additional allied
presence in the Indo-Pacific is particularly high this year.

France has already exercised with Australia, Japan, and the U.S. in Japanese waters.
The UK's Carrier Strike Group is currently sailing into the Indian Ocean and will
conduct exercises this August in the Philippine Sea.

The Biden administration appears to be interested in increasing European
participation in the Indo-Pacific, a reasonable objective if it hopes to counter China's
global ambitions. Exercising alongside Japan and Taiwan while the Europeans have
deployed to the region will send a message of solidarity to our NATO allies, and
perhaps lay the foundation for broader exercises next year.

The purpose of military exercises is to prepare for war. Preparing for war is essential
to deterring it. Deputy Prime Minister Aso's 5 July statement offers the possibility of
collective regional and global deterrence to the dark backward of Xi Jinping's stated
intentions. Democratic states should take it.

*** Seth Cropsey is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute in Washington and
director of Hudson's Center for American Sea-power. He served as a U.S. naval
officer and as deputy Undersecretary of the Navy.

*** Harry Halem, a research associate at Hudson and graduate student at the
London School of Economics, contributed to this op-ed.



Corpse Revealed in New Study
Anabelle Doliner - Newsweek

A new study brings insight into the life and death of an ancient mummy. Scientists
have uncovered the final meal of the famed Tollund Man, who was killed about 2,400
years ago in what was likely a case of human sacrifice.

Tim Graham/Getty Images The Tollund Man, a bog body displayed at the Museum
Silkeborg in Denmark.

According to Denmark's Silkeborg Museum, the Tollund Man was discovered in 1950
by peat diggers. The corpse was found deep in a bog, curled up with a rope around its
neck, leading researchers to conclude that he had been hanged.

The Tollund Man was 30 to 40 years old at the time of his death, and, because he had
spent the past thousands of years in a peat bog, his body was remarkably
well-preserved and naturally mummified, offering a rare glimpse into human life
during ancient times.
Now, research published by the Cambridge University Press is adding to the Tollund
Man's complex history. Using new technologies, the study "re-examined" an array of
"plant macrofossils, pollen, non-pollen palynomorphs, steroid markers and proteins"
discovered in the "gut" of the Early Iron Age mummy, who died between 405 BC and
380 BC.

The analysis has led researchers to identify the specifics of his last meal, which
included "a porridge containing barley, pale persicaria and flax, and probably some
fish," eaten 12 to 24 hours before he was killed.

Almost all the re-analyzed material from the Tollund Man came from his large
intestine—and in addition to understanding what the man ate before his death,
researchers have identified the specific methods with which his final meal was
prepared.



For example, "the fragmentation of the cereals and other seeds suggests that these
had been ground before being cooked," while "the presence of a charred food crust in
Tollund Man's gut content suggests that the meal was a porridge cooked in a clay
vessel."
Scientists, however, aren't certain if the fish (identified by the presence of five
peptides specific to bony fish) eaten by the Tollund Man was cooked along with the
porridge or separately.

Threshing waste, or seed husks, were also found in Tollund Man's remains—and he's
reportedly not the only bog body to have eaten them during his last meal. As such,
researchers speculate "that wild seeds were an ingredient used for special occasions,
including human sacrifice." However, they also could have simply been a way to
improve the food's taste or nutritional value.

While the meal might have been nutritionally sound, another discovery highlights the
challenges of the time. The Tollund Man was found to have been infected with three
types of parasites at the time of his death—tapeworm, whip-worm and maw-worm.
According to the study, the worms were likely caused by a combination of eating raw
or under-cooked meat and poor hygiene practices.

Newsweek attempted to contact the authors of the study but did not receive a response
in time for publication.

An ‘Equity Audit’ Wants the Virginia Military Institute to Renounce Its History
Jeff Stanard - National Review

In our age of cultural revisionism, can an institution with a distinctive military history
at odds with prevailing progressive narratives and norms about identity reform itself
without completely renouncing its heritage?

The recent and ongoing assault on the Virginia Military Institute illustrates that
Orwellian historical obfuscation and submission to the application of critical theory
as a governing principle are the inevitable consequences of these absurd and
arbitrary political imperatives. The results are anything but tolerant, equitable, or
inclusive.



Tim Shaffer/Reuters Virginia Military Institute cadets march during the inaugural
parade of President George W. Bush in 2005.

It would be hard to conclude otherwise from the final report the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) released last month of its investigation into
the “culture, policies, practices, and traditions” of VMI following allegations of
systemic racism at the school.

The Roanoke Times first reported some of the allegations last June, which emerged as
African-American alumni shared accounts of racism at the school over social media.

Others circulated petitions to remove a statue of former VMI professor and
Confederate General Stonewall Jackson from its prominent position in front of the
school’s barracks, and to de-emphasize other elements of the school’s distinctive
heritage and symbolism. The outcry came amid the broader cultural upheaval and
invigorated attention to racial injustice in America that followed the killing of George
Floyd in police custody.

VMI’s then-superintendent, retired U.S. Army general J. H. Binford Peay III,
responded to the allegations, first in a letter on June 4 and then in another on July 29,
which included a five-pillar action plan to address at least some alumni concerns. The
plan announced that the school would de-emphasize the prominence of Jackson’s
statue by re-centering its flagpoles to abut a statue of VMI graduate George C.
Marshall, while also removing ceremonial tributes to the school’s involvement in the
Civil War Battle of New Market in May 1864.

But it was not until October, however, after Ian Shapira detailed a harrowing
selection of the allegations in one of what would become a series of articles for
the Washington Post, that Virginia’s Democratic political leadership in the Executive
Mansion and the General Assembly took notice and issued a scathing letter of their
own on October 19, accusing the Institute of a “clear and appalling culture of
ongoing structural racism” and demanding “an independent, third-party review of
VMI’s culture, policies, practices, and equity in disciplinary procedures.”

https://roanoke.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-would-virginia-shut-down-vmi/article_a2b91e66-1482-11eb-9245-ff325f055a12.html
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The president of VMI’s Board of Visitors responded the following day, welcoming
“an objective, independent review of VMI’s culture and the Institute’s handling of
allegations of racism and/or discrimination” and pledging “the full cooperation of
VMI officials in the review.”

Yet only two days after the reply, before any such investigation could begin, Virginia
governor — and VMI graduate — Ralph Northam conveyed that the state’s political
leadership had lost confidence in General Peay’s ability to lead a transformation
necessary to address the allegations, spurring Peay’s resignation on Monday,
October 26.

That Thursday, October 29, the Board of Visitors voted to remove the statue of
Jackson, reversing its previous position, while also establishing a permanent
“diversity and inclusion committee,” now the “Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Committee,” and a “building and naming committee,” now the “Commemorations
and Memorials Naming and Review Committee.”

* * *
What began early last summer as a movement against systemic inequalities in
America’s criminal-justice system — the disproportionate mass incarceration and
police killing of African Americans — morphed quickly into a broader upheaval
concerning itself with allegations of systemic racism and oppression in a nation that
has still not healed the wounds of slavery over 150 years after Emancipation.

The protests, in turn, redirected their attention from specific and legitimate policy
problems to the destruction and removal of monuments and memorials to dead
Caucasian men, especially those affiliated with the Confederacy.

The relationship between Confederate symbols and institutional racism against black
Americans traces its roots to the political failures of postwar Reconstruction — which
coincided with the beginning of America’s failure to successfully integrate freed
slaves into society as citizens.

The Ku Klux Klan, established by former Confederates, adopted the Confederate
battle flag as a symbol of terror, segregation, and white supremacy in the lawless
post-war South. An emblem that was once a soldier’s flag — a banner of honor for
veterans and their friends who fought and died in a war that was, for many, not of
their choosing — became a symbol of racial oppression.

All of this injustice — the enduring systemic inequalities in our country, including in
policing — traces its roots to the evils of slavery. But the American Civil War did not
cause slavery; it ended it. And whatever the opinions of its participants and its
casualties — North or South — may have been on the matter, a faithful understanding
of history requires us to acknowledge that their involvement in that war was far more
complicated than contemporary conversations acknowledge.

We benefit from the hindsight of being able to examine in toto the history they lived
and created in each moment — but suffer from our tendency to compress, categorize,
and oversimplify as that history recedes away from us in time.

https://www.vmi.edu/media/content-assets/documents/bov/201020ReviewResponse.pdf
https://richmond.com/news/national/schapiro-northam-as-judge-jury-and-executioner-of-vmi/article_d01d6097-c68b-5031-ab58-8ba89381f485.html
https://www.vmi.edu/news/headlines/2020-2021/actions-of-the-vmi-board-of-visitors.php
https://www.vmi.edu/news/headlines/2020-2021/actions-of-the-vmi-board-of-visitors.php
https://www.vmi.edu/media/content-assets/documents/bov/cmnrc/CMNRC-Charter.pdf
https://www.vmi.edu/media/content-assets/documents/bov/cmnrc/CMNRC-Charter.pdf


The Civil War began at Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. Virginia did not pass
its Ordinance of Secession until April 17 (a previous proposal failed on April 4), after
President Lincoln called for states to provide troops to “suppress” the rebellion on
April 15. For Virginia, threats to the preservation or continued expansion of slavery
proved insufficient causes for secession or war.

The threat of invasion of its neighboring states and the request to furnish troops for
that purpose, however, were unacceptable affronts to their concept of sovereignty.
Slavery, though undeniably a cause of the first wave of secession across the Deep
South in December 1860, nonetheless did not become a central issue of the fighting
for Union forces until after the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863.

As National Review’s Dan McLaughlin has noted, “the Union mostly fought to
preserve the nation against secession, and only a minority of its members (especially
at the outset) saw the war as an anti-slavery crusade.” People today might be
surprised to learn that Delaware, Kentucky, Missouri, and Maryland did not secede,
but nonetheless maintained slavery and remained in the Union.
History is often more complicated than what we are able to capture in a sentence.

* * *
Central to the complaints, political turmoil, and relentless media scrutiny that VMI
endured over the past year was the statue of Jackson, sculpted and donated to the
school in 1912 by a VMI graduate and veteran of the Battle of New Market, Moses
Ezekiel. This points to the broader source of controversy: The school’s association
with (and institutionalized tributes to) individuals affiliated with the Confederacy —
or, more specifically, affiliated with the Institute prior to 1865.

We may understand the decision of the Institute to honor and revere its erstwhile
professor so prominently as an homage to his character and his prowess as a military
officer (which earned him international renown) — as well as a branding decision.
Honoring the legacy and affiliation of a military man with the reputation of Jackson,
though he was a poor professor, was distinctively appropriate for a Southern military
school.

Similarly, and more poignantly, the honors paid to the cadets who fought and died at
the Battle of New Market on May 15, 1864, are fitting and proper: not because they
fought for the Confederacy — a fact incidental to their action — but because they
responded to the call of duty with a selfless sense of sacrifice to defend their native
state, making VMI the only school in American history to fight and suffer casualties
as a student body in battle.

Their foe, General Franz Sigel, was the first commander of an Army dispatched by
General Ulysses S. Grant to wage “total war” against Virginia in the Shenandoah
Valley through the destruction of food supplies, crops, and farmland upon which the
Confederacy relied to feed its soldiers.

These points, of course, should not diminish the legitimacy or gravity of the
allegations of racism voiced by African-American alumni and cadets last year (or at
any time): The experiences they detailed are, indeed, unacceptable for any institution
in the 21st century. They warrant investigation and remediation. Unfortunately, these
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legitimate complaints have received only shallow and fleeting attention, even in the
investigation, as instruments of political theater.

The complaints, too, that VMI has too long emphasized its distinctive history from the
Civil War era at the expense of acknowledging the more recent significant
contributions and accomplishments of its graduates — including men such as George
C. Marshall, Jonathan Daniels, or General Darren McDew — also bear due
consideration. Veneration of Stonewall Jackson and the Battle of New Market no
longer offer the appeal they did a century ago.

The school does and should stand for more than its contributions to the defense of its
native state during the Civil War. But there is something troubling in the response
that VMI’s Board of Visitors has adopted.

Rather than seeking to better understand and convey the significance of Jackson or
New Market — and why they remain worthy of continued respect, not as trifles of
Confederate apologia, but as distinctive elements of the Institute’s history — the
school instead chose to allow its critics to misrepresent them as artifacts of hate.
We have seen the same treatment — worse, in fact — of Confederate monuments and
memorials across the American South in recent years.

There endures an unsettled debate over whether some were erected as markers of
racism and segregation. But we must recognize that at least some of the monuments
exist as due tributes erected to the memory of a war, its casualties, and its veterans,
that shaped the collective memory of a country for over a century, in the wake of utter
destruction, loss, and trauma.

The men and women who erected these memorials — friends, families — understood
the collective memory of the experience as something worthy of commemoration: not
in hate, but in reverence. May they not also mourn their dead? The commandment to
“honor thy mother and father” is one we may all recognize, even if we are not
religious.

Monuments to men such as Lee or Jackson — and especially and even more so,
monuments to ordinary soldiers, such as the Howitzer Monument or the Soldiers and
Sailors Monument removed from their pedestals in Richmond, Va., last summer — are
tributes to neither slavery nor racial oppression, but to dead men who answered what
they understood to be an obligation of duty to their native state. We would do well to
recall that soldiers don’t start wars; civilians do. And civilians decide what happens
when they are over.

Soldiers merely endure, fight, die, or, if they are fortunate, live to remember their lost
friends. Horrifyingly, they have become political pawns through which politicians
may claim cheap victories in response to unrest over legitimate social grievances like
what we witnessed last summer.

It is much easier to remove a statue of a dead man than to provide a policy solution to
racial injustices that deprive living men and women of their rights to life, liberty,
security of person, and dignity. A monument to a dead soldier does not assault
another man’s dignity, but a mischaracterization of its meaning is an insult to both.

https://encyclopediavirginia.org/1210hpr-dc39aed6fd6e968/
https://archive.org/details/souvenirunveilin00conf/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/souvenirunveilin00conf/page/n1/mode/2up
https://richmond.com/news/local/city-of-richmond/after-visit-to-confederate-monuments-richmond-teenagers-from-low-income/article_fa1ffd68-0b4e-53e3-9953-a1c487ec6a6e.html


* * *
One million dollars and seven months later, the SCHEV investigation of VMI and its
final report, conducted and produced by law firm Barnes and Thornburg, produced
no new facts that previous reporting had not already offered.

The executive summary merely recapitulates in more formal terms what we have
already heard from Virginia’s Democratic leadership and Shapira’s salvos in
the Washington Post: that VMI does not live up to progressive expectations of
diversity, equity, and inclusion as informed by principles of critical theory and
inter-sectionalism. It is a school too dominated by white men. But failure to match
arbitrary diversity targets does not illustrate a “clear and appalling culture of
ongoing structural racism.”

The body of the report reviews the stories we have seen elsewhere and perhaps
unearths a few more, pairing them with statistics as paltry evidence of the Institute’s
insufficient diversity. Among the skewed statistics is one that claims that VMI does not
match the racial and ethnic composition of the surrounding general populations:
“VMI had a higher percentage of Caucasian cadets relative to the composition of the
surrounding population and the Commonwealth, except compared to Lexington”
(Appendix D, page 11).

But the “surrounding population” the authors appear to offer as an example (at least
in their chart) is the city of Lynchburg, located on the other side of Amherst County
well beyond Rock-bridge County and Lexington and with a population ten times
greater. Geography and research methods are, of course, not among the subjects
covered in law school or on the bar exam.

This raises a question that appears to remain unanswered: What are the objectives of
diversity and equity in this context? What targets of ethnic and racial composition
and outcomes should a rural state school such as VMI reflect? And how do those
objectives relate to the distinctive history of a place?

Diversity in the 21st century is a valuable if not essential objective for organizational
success — especially because we live in increasingly globalized and pluralistic
societies. But efforts to cultivate diversity should also preserve and curate respect for
the unique history and culture of a place.

VMI is and long has been a distinctive institution because of its unique place in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and its history as our nation’s oldest state-supported
military college. To erase or recast that history because we have misrepresented it is
to indulge in an irresponsible act of cultural destruction.

Efforts to create diversity and cultural sensitivity training that the report recommends
should bear this in mind. Apparently, no one reminded Barnes and Thornburg to be
mindful of its own likely unconscious biases about what should constitute diversity —
and the distinction between urban and rural contexts.

What the report is interested in, of course, is not so much inclusion as diversity of
racial identity and equity — which, of course, concerns itself not with equality of
opportunity but equality of outcomes. Indeed, as noted in a Wall Street
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Journal editorial earlier this year, “the government can’t measure equality of
opportunity, but it can measure equality of result. If the results are not equal, they
assume unequal opportunity.”

This cuts to the heart of the investigation and the report, which is, put bluntly, an
exercise in counting things — especially survey-response percentages and the
composition of populations by markers of racial and ethnic identity. For bureaucrats,
diversity only runs skin deep.

The report also gives extensive attention to the perspectives of the 385 interviewees,
noting that perceptions were as important as facts in establishing an understanding of
racial intolerance at VMI. How one reconciles perceived slights and wrongdoings
with actual ones is a question the report does not attempt to answer. The report also
gives extensive attention to the perspectives of the 385 interviewees, noting that
perceptions were as important as facts in establishing an understanding of racial
intolerance at VMI.

How one reconciles perceived slights and wrongdoings with actual ones is a question
the report does not attempt to answer. But this reflects the increasing prioritization of
feelings over rational engagement with facts and aversions to potentially offensive
ideas and emotional harm in American academia.

Another trend in academia — reduction to binary moral thinking that understands the
universe and each individual as easily classifiable into simple categories of good or
evil — also overshadows the events of the past year.

But to set aside the other faults of a report submitted to justify its own existence, one
of its primary recommendations bears consideration here: specifically, that the
Institute should “temper associations between VMI and the Civil War and
Confederacy.” The Institute is well on its way to doing this, but as previously
suggested, it is ineffective and distracts from real problems of racial inequality. The
report, in its own stumbling manner, illustrates why this is the case:

Among Caucasian current cadets who participated in the survey, 59% rated the extent
to which the statue of Stonewall Jackson promotes racial intolerance and/or
discrimination as ‘none . . .’ By comparison, among African American current cadets
who participated in the survey, 25% rated the extent to which the statue of Stonewall
Jackson promotes racial intolerance and/or discrimination as “none,” 25% rated the
extent as “a little,” and 50% rated the extent as “a lot” (384).

Clearly, there exists a perception among African-American cadets that a statue of
Stonewall Jackson promotes racial intolerance. For reasons outlined above, we may
understand why this perception prevails. But it is apparently lost on the authors of the
report, who take the claim for granted. Ezekiel’s statue of Jackson does not promote
racial intolerance in its spirit of reverence for his military service or its design; only
the incorrect interpretations others have ascribed or attributed to it do.

This, of course, is a problem of misattribution that looms over calls to remove many
statues erected to honor historical figures — not because their statues represent
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racial oppression, but because we have superimposed that interpretation over the
original intent of their artists and patrons.

But if one believes that all soldiers associated with the Confederacy — or even all
Caucasian men of historical prominence — are inherently evil and unworthy of
reverence by even their families with due consideration for the constraints of their
historical context, there are more insidious claims behind such a mentality that
demand our reconsideration.

On May 3, the Board of Visitors, at the recommendation of the Commemorations and
Memorials Naming and Review Committee, voted to make another round of changes,
mostly removing or de-emphasizing Jackson’s name from prominent buildings on
Post, including the main entrance to the Barracks and the school’s chapel (Jackson
Memorial Hall).

Among the changes, however, was an announcement that the statue of “Virginia
Mourning Her Dead,” also sculpted by Ezekiel, would be reinterpreted “to honor all
former cadets who have died in wars and military conflicts since 1839.”
The change is well-intentioned but flawed for multiple reasons. First, VMI already
has a Memorial Garden dedicated to this purpose.

Second, the stated purpose of the statue by its sculptor was to specifically
commemorate the loss of his friends who died in the battle — who were, notably, not
former cadets but current cadets at the time of their deaths. Perhaps an expanded
significance does not diminish — and even enhances — the original intent of the
artist.

Strangely, however, an inventory of artifacts on Post with ties to the Confederacy
produced months before the Board’s decision already indicated this broader purpose.

At a meeting earlier this year, the Naming Committee prepared an Inventory and
Review of Monuments and Memorials Related to Confederate Iconography. Perhaps
the most troubling fact about this list is the appearance of a statue of George
Washington, which predated the Civil War — with no other acknowledgement for its
significance relative to the other memorials identified.

George Washington, of course, was a prominent Virginia planter who freed his slaves
upon his death, the commander of the Continental Army during the American
Revolution, and the first president of our United States. His appearance on this list
leaves us to wonder: what are the limits of the current episode of political theater,
what do they conceal, and do they feature any serious consideration of the facts of
history?

One year later, what have we accomplished? The Institute and its faculty,
administrators, cadets, alumni, and parents, no doubt wish to get on with their lives
as Virginia and the United States emerge from the restrictions of the pandemic.

The turmoil of the past year will fade into memory as the bread and circuses of
ordinary life return to divert us. VMI has found itself a capable leader in alumnus
Major General Cedric Wins. The legacy of the investigation — and the consequences
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of the premature political censure that preceded it — will linger as the school strives
to reconcile its mission to prepare citizen-soldiers for lives of public service through
bonds of uniformity and camaraderie with the political imperatives of identity,
diversity, and equity in numbers at all costs — even the cost of truth, cultural
distinctiveness, tolerance, and real inclusion.

Two Korea's restore severed communications in surprise thaw
AFP

North and South Korea signalled a surprise thaw in relations on Tuesday,
announcing the restoration of cross-border communications that were severed more
than a year ago and an agreement between their two leaders to improve ties.

KCNA VIA KNS South Korean President Moon Jae-in (R) is credited with brokering
the rapprochement between North Korea and the United States in 2018

The joint announcement, which coincided with the anniversary of the end of the
Korean War, was the first positive development since a series of summits between the
North's Kim Jong Un and the South's President Moon Jae-in in 2018 failed to achieve
any significant breakthrough.

The two sides revealed that Kim and Moon had exchanged a series of letters since
April in which they agreed that re-establishing hotlines would be a productive first
step in re-booting relations between the two rivals who, despite the end of their
1950-53 conflict, remain technically at war.

"The top leaders of the north and the south agreed to make a big stride in recovering
the mutual trust and promoting reconciliation by restoring the cut-off inter-Korean
communication liaison lines," North Korea's official KCNA news agency reported.



Pyongyang unilaterally cut off all official military and political communication links
in June last year over activists sending anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the border but
the two sides said all lines were restored on Tuesday.

They exchanged their first phone call since the suspension on Tuesday morning,
Seoul's unification ministry said, with the defence ministry adding that military
hotlines were also back to normal operation. Moon's office said that restoring the
hotlines was the first step towards improving ties.

"The two leaders also agreed to restore mutual trust between the two Korea's as soon
as possible and move forward with the relationship again," it added in a statement.
The dovish Moon is credited with brokering the first-ever summit between North
Korea and a sitting US president in Singapore in June 2018.

But Pyongyang largely cut off contact with Seoul following the collapse of a second
summit between Kim and then US president Donald Trump in Hanoi that left nuclear
talks at a standstill.

Just days after severing the hotlines last year, Pyongyang also blew up an
inter-Korean liaison office on its side of the border and threatened to bolster military
presence along the Demilitarized Zone that separates them.

- 'Kim's first response' -
Since US President Joe Biden took office, Pyongyang and Washington have adopted a
wait-and-see attitude to relations following the diplomatic roller coaster ride under
Trump that produced three summits but no agreement on dismantling the North's
nuclear arsenal.

Kim said in June that Pyongyang needed to prepare for both "dialogue and
confrontation" with Washington -- but with a particular emphasis on the latter.

The White House promised a "practical, calibrated approach" -- including diplomatic
efforts -- in a recent review of its strategy to persuade the impoverished North to give
up its nuclear weapons and missile programmes.

Sung Kim, the top US diplomat in charge of North Korea negotiations, said in June
that Washington was ready to meet with Pyongyang "anywhere, anytime, without
preconditions".

But Kim Yo Jong -- Kim Jong Un's sister and a key adviser -- dismissed the offer.
Analysts said Tuesday's restoration of the inter-Korean hotlines signalled Kim's
initial response to Washington's talks offer.

"It looks like he has decided that restoring inter-Korean relations is beneficial to the
North's both domestic and foreign policies and politics," Yang Moo-jin, a professor at
the University of North Korean Studies, told AFP.

Despite the standstill in talks, Moon has relentlessly stressed the importance of
restoring inter-Korean ties, he added.



"This should be read as Kim Jong Un's first response to Seoul and Washington," Yang
said.


